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Statement of intent

The Academy is committed to a co-ordinated approach to drugs education and information, which enables all students to make healthy and informed choices. This policy aims to provide a framework for both the delivery of drugs education and the Academy response to drug-related incidents. These two elements are closely interlinked. 

Definitions

For the purposes of this policy drugs are defined as: any chemical substance which can affect your body or mind. It includes medicines, legal and illegal substances, solvents, alcohol and tobacco. 

Policy development

This policy has been developed using guidance from DfES – ‘Drugs – Guidance for Schools’ 2004 and Healthy Schools guidance on developing drug education and drug incident management policy. 

The policy aims to address key themes in the ‘Every Child Matters’ frameworks including ‘Be Healthy’ and ‘Stay Safe’ 

The policy takes account of local trends and needs as identified by local police, health professionals, specialist drug referral agencies, and NHS surveys of public health. 

Staff involved in developing the policy include the deputy principal, Personal Development co-ordinator, and science staff.
Students on the School Council have taken part in discussions informing key aspects of the policy including the content of the Drug Education programme and the Academy approach to managing drug related incidents

Key principles

· A co-ordinated and consistent approach to drugs education and the management of drug related incidents.

· The health and safety of students is paramount when dealing with any drug-related incident

· Integration of the drugs education programme into the science, PSHE and the broader curriculum.

· A drugs education programme which is appropriate to the needs and maturities of students, which reflects students’ local circumstances, current knowledge and attitudes towards drugs.

· The involvement of the whole school community, including staff, governors, parents, students and relevant outside agencies within the drugs education programme.

· To encourage and enable relevant training and support for teaching and teaching support staff in drugs education.

Links to other Academy Policies

· PSHE and Citizenship policy

· Behaviour policy

· Safeguarding policy

Staff responsibilities

Alison Brannick, Deputy Principal, working with heads of year – responsible for managing drug-related incidents, and referral to specialist agencies

Tracy Horton, PD Co-ordinator – responsible for drug education programme through super learning days

Science staff – responsible for drug education through science

Drugs Education

Drugs education programme within Super Learning Days

Aim: The aim of drugs education is to enable students to make healthy informed choices.

Objectives:

To provide opportunities for students to acquire knowledge and understanding about drugs
To provide opportunities for students to share and examine their attitudes to drug use
Content, method and organisation:
Each year group will receive an element of drug education through super learning days. The programme follows the recommended Derbyshire Spiral Drugs Education programme, with activities appropriate to age groups and ability levels, and each year’s work building on prior knowledge. 

Active learning methods are used so that students participate and, as a consequence, think for themselves, there is an emphasis on students taking responsibility for their own actions, and learning facts about drugs to help them to make informed choices. 

Outside agencies form a key aspect of delivery of drug lessons to ensure the programme is up to date and relevant to local circumstances– the police, MAT, CYPH team and other organisations such as Narconon all take part in super learning days. 

Drugs education within the science curriculum

Key Stage 3 – 

Drugs education is an element within the science KS3 Programme of Study. This is mentioned explicitly in the guidance on Range and Content. Specifically, section 3.3 Organisms, behaviour and health, part c) states that the study of science should include the ideas that – “conception, growth, development, behaviour and health can be affected by diet, drugs and disease”. The explanatory notes go on to say – “Diet, drugs and disease: This includes the importance of healthy eating complemented by regular exercise, and the effect of drugs such as alcohol, tobacco and cannabis on mental and physical health. It also includes the effects of bacteria and viruses, such as those associated with sexually transmitted infections.”
The students are taught about the ways that the abuse of alcohol, tobacco, solvents and other drugs affect both physical and mental health and fitness. This is taught in Year 8 Chapter 14 – Keeping Fit and Healthy.
Key Stage 4 – 

Drugs education is also an element within the science KS4 Programme of Study. This is mentioned explicitly in the guidance on Breadth of Study. Specifically, section 5 Organisms and health, part e) states that in the study of science the following ideas should be included – “human health is affected by a range of environmental and inherited factors, by the use and misuse of drugs and by medical treatments.”
The students are taught about the effects that the abuse of alcohol, tobacco, solvents and other drugs have on the body. Particular attention is paid to the effects on the circulatory, respiratory and nervous systems. Students learn about the different classes of drugs and the different drug types. 
They consider addition, tolerance, withdrawal and rehabilitation. This is taught in Y10 Module B1 – Understanding Organisms.
Management of drug-related incidents

The Academy will deal with drug-related incidents in a firm, but calm and considered manner. The nature and legality of the drug, and the age of the students, will be key factors in how the school responds.

If legal drugs, such as cigarettes, solvents, alcohol, poppers and unprocessed magic mushrooms are found the school will confiscate the substance. However, there is no legal requirement to destroy them. The school will always inform parents and use appropriate disciplinary measures. The substance may be collected by parents, within an agreed period, after which the substances will be destroyed.

Substances controlled by the Misuse of Drugs Act include the following:

Cannabis

LSD

Ecstasy

Amphetamines

Heroin

Methadone

Cocaine

Crack

Barbiturates

Tranquillisers

Processed Magic Mushrooms

If any of these drugs are found on the school premises, but not in a student’s possession, then advice will be sought from the Police. Acting on advice given, the Police will be asked to come into school to take the substance away. On no account should a teacher drive to the Police Station with a controlled drug.

If a student is found in possession of any controlled substance, then the Headteacher will inform the Police about the incident involved and deal with the matter internally. The way in which the student is dealt with will vary, depending upon factors such as age, whether there is obvious drug dependency, home circumstances and previous disciplinary record. However, unless there is very good reason (e.g. child protection issues) parents will always be informed. It is also likely that possession of controlled drugs on the school premises will result in, at least, a fixed-term exclusion and possible permanent exclusion.

Disciplinary measures

As with all disciplinary matters punishment should be seen to be fair and consistent. Drug use and drug dealing, in particular, are very serious offences. However, there are many reasons why young people take drugs and every case must be judged on its merit. It is highly likely that fixed term exclusions will be used, with the strong  possibility of permanent exclusion.  

Staff support and training

Staff training needs can be identified through the performance management process, but in addition training may be arranged where appropriate e.g. to update key staff on current local trends. 

Staff teaching drugs education have access to additional materials and resources to support their delivery. 

Confidentiality and involvement of outside agencies

The student services system offers a comprehensive guidance and counselling service. Initially this involves contact with either the deputy principal or Head of Year. Where it is felt that more expert help is needed a student will be referred to BASE3 (specialist drugs and alcohol support service who works within the school on a regular basis.) It would be made clear to a student complete confidentiality could not be guaranteed. However, the student would be reassured that personal information will not be passed around or given to other students.

Involvement of parents/carers

It is the intention of the Academy to inform parents, unless there is very good reason, if their son or daughter has been found possessing, or using, drugs on the school premises. In such circumstances it is vital that the parents are seen in person, rather than contacted by telephone or letter. Learning that their child has been involved in drug use is very alarming for most parents. It may be helpful to give them information about local support agencies and to alleviate any unnecessary fears. The school recognises the paramount importance of working with both parents and students in a positive manner.
