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Introduction

At Shirebrook Academy it is recognised that global issues are an increasingly important part of our students’ lives:

In a world of interdependent economies, widening access to other cultures through travel and the internet it is important that students understand the context in which they live and prepare for adult life.
Shirebrook is a community that has historically had a very small ethnic minority population but is experiencing increasing numbers of economic migrants from overseas. Students need experiences in Academy which will help them to value diversity and develop skills and attitudes to promote tolerance and challenge discrimination both in Academy and their community. 
Aims of the international dimension:
· To provide students with an informed awareness of a range of different cultures and countries

· To promote understanding of the diverse nature of local and national communities in the UK, and encourage students to respect and celebrate this diversity.

· To enhance the curriculum through active links with students and staff in Academies and schools in other parts of the UK and the world.

· To encourage students to participate as active citizens both in Academy and in their lives outside and beyond Academy.
Methods of delivery

Cross curricular delivery, could include:

1. Learning about other countries and cultures through subjects such as religious education, geography, English

2. Linking with other schools to share learning with partner Academy staff and students, e.g. letter writing, joint project work

3. Super learning days, part of the personal development programme. At least three of the days involve an international dimension to build on the work undertaken in other subject areas. 

4. Visits to other countries which involve a cultural dimension, for example:

French department trips to France (one of which links with English and involves students producing work on war poetry)

History trip to Krakow, which includes visits to holocaust sites.

5. Other extra-curricular activities e.g. Academy council, fundraising activities

6. Professional development opportunities for staff which can lead to international school links and partnership working, along with raising the profile of international links in Academy. One example of this is the Connecting Classrooms project which involved a visit by the Head of Arts to the United Arab Emirates, linking with two schools overseas and a further Academy in Derby to share arts work produced by students. 
International Schools Award
Shirebrook School was successful in achieving the full International Schools Award in July 2009, and will be submitting a self-evaluation form in July 2012 to achieve re-accreditation. This award is a recognition of the range of international links developed in the school and promotes global citizenship themes to students and the wider community. 
Staffing/resources

International co-ordinator – Tracy Horton. Co-ordinates super learning days and International Schools Award portfolio. Liaises with Heads of Department to identify opportunities to develop international links.
Heads of Department – identify opportunities to develop international work and initiate links with other Academies.
All Academy staff may be involved in delivering and supporting activities to promote the international dimension
The Academy works in partnership with LA advisors and Global Education Derby to develop international links and share good practice with other schools in Derbyshire. 

Funding for activities such as teacher exchanges will be through organisations such as the British Council

Evaluation

Through the compilation of a portfolio for the International Schools award in 2011/12, international activities will be evaluated by staff and the Academy will be able to gain an overview of the effectiveness of different activities in achieving the aims listed above. 
References

This policy has been informed by the following documents:

· Developing the global dimension in the school curriculum (DfES 2005)

· The global dimension in action – a curriculum planning guide for schools (QCA 2007)

· Guidance on the duty to promote community cohesion (DCSF 2007)
Review cycle
This policy will be agreed by governors and reviewed regularly in line with the Academy policy review cycle.
