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Heads of School Message to 

Year 9 Students 
 

Beginning Key Stage four courses is an important and exciting new phase in your lives. You have 
been given a grounding in a wide range of subject areas over the years and now have the 
opportunity to increasingly direct your own learning. We work hard to make sure all students 
experience a high quality curriculum, which suits their needs and capabilities. 

It is most important that you choose subjects that play to your interests and strengths. We look 
to develop students that succeed in both academic and more practical subjects, and careful 
consideration needs to be given to your subject choices. A student who thrives is a student who 
has chosen well. 

For many of you career intentions will not yet be certain or will change. For all, the choices you 
make now will affect the subject choices you make at sixteen and eighteen – whether that 
involves ‘A’ levels and university, further education, training or employment. 

Before you finalise your decisions in the spring term, please know that you and your parents will 
have an opportunity to have a one to one meeting with a senior member of staff to discuss your 
option choices. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Bennett   Gareth Williams 

Co-Head of School  Co-Head of School  
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 

As you move from year 9 into years 10 and 11 we have designed a curriculum which offers the 
core subjects you need in order to progress beyond Key Stage 4 and also provides you with a 
range of optional subjects to meet your needs as an individual. 

You will have the opportunity to decide about some of the courses you study. Your choices 
should be based on your strengths and interests, not what your friends are doing or which 
teacher you would prefer to be taught by, as they might be different next year. There will be an 
options evening in January which you and your parents will have the opportunity to attend to 
investigate the subjects available to study at KS4. 

You and your parents will also be invited to individual interviews with a senior member of staff 
to help you make choices which are right for you.  

It is important that you take advice from a range of people: 

¶ Your parents or carers; 

¶ Your subject teachers; 

¶ Your form tutor; 

¶ Senior members of staff. 

Questions you may ask them and yourself should include: 

¶ Should I choose subjects I like? 

¶ Which courses may be especially useful to me? 

¶ Are some subjects more useful than others? 

¶ Which courses do my teachers recommend me to take? 

¶ Have I found out as much as I can about subjects I have not studied before but which 
look interesting? 

¶ Is there something I definitely want to do when I leave school?  Have I chosen the most 
appropriate subjects? 

¶ Have I thought about a wide range of subjects? 

¶ What do the courses involve and do they suit the way I learn? 

Within this booklet there is information about the different KS4 subjects on offer at Winstanley. 
It is made up of two parts; the core curriculum subjects which all students study and option 
subjects which are available to study at KS4. 
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The Core Curriculum 
This is the part you do not choose.  All students have to study the following courses at KS4: 
maths, English, science, PE and RESPECT. Details about these courses can be found on pages 6-
11.   

Core Subjects   Exam  Taught hours per fortnight  

English Language  
English Literature 
Maths 
Science 
Core PE 

GCSE 
GCSE 
GCSE 
GCSE 
No qualification  

9 
Taught within core English 
9 
10  
2 

 

Option Choices/Pathways 

You will be able to choose from up to 4 subjects to study. All students will be required to take at 
least one of the government’s English Baccalaureate subjects. Many students will be guided 
towards taking more that one of these subjects. The English Baccalaureate subjects are MFL, 
history, geography and the sciences.   
 
Details of all the option courses available are on pages 13-26. 
 
A small number of students will have more personalised pathways developed to support their 
learning needs to maximise their success at Winstanley and in life beyond school.  These 
students may take Entry level qualifications alongside GCSEs. 

What do the changes to GCSEs mean? 

GCSEs are now assessed mainly by examinations which will be taken at the end of the course. 
Some subjects also have non examined assessments (controlled assessments).  These are ‘tasks’ 
set by the examination board, which are completed in class and marked by teachers. They assess 
skills such as research, processing, analysing and evaluating information and report writing. The 
controlled assessment makes up different percentages of the final mark depending on the 
subject. 
 
All GCSEs that are taught from September 2017 will be graded from 9 to 1. 

Important Dates 

A timeline of the options process can be found on page 27. 
  



Page 6 
 

Option Pathways 
You will be guided by your form tutor, head of year and the senior leadership team to make a 
number of choices from pathways which are determined by your KS2 levels and the progress 
you have shown across KS3. 

The pathways are designed to ensure you are able to succeed in your subjects and make 
choices which will help you to access further education or an apprenticeship at post 16. 
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Core Curriculum Subjects 

 

These are the subjects that 

you have to study 
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English Language 

Curriculum time: 9 hours taught per two week cycle                       Exam Board: AQA GCSE 
 
English is core subject; therefore, all students must study it.  There are two qualifications in 
English – English Language and English Literature. 

Most employers look for good grades in English and Maths and so success in these subjects is 
vital for your future. 

English lessons include tasks in reading, Writing, and Speaking and Listening. 

What you will study 

1. Explorations in creative reading and writing: The source for the reading questions will be 
a literature fiction text. It will be drawn from either the 20th or 21st century. Its genre 
will be prose fiction.  As a stimulus for students’ own writing, there will be a choice of 
scenario, written prompt or visual image that is related to the topic of the reading text 
in section A 

2. Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives: The sources for the reading questions will be non-
fiction and literary non-fiction texts. They will be drawn from the 19th century, and either 
the 20th or 21st century 

3. Non-exam assessment:  The aim of the assessment is to allow students to demonstrate 
their speaking and listening skills by: 

¶ giving a presentation in a formal context 

¶ responding appropriately to questions and to feedback, asking questions 
themselves to elicit clarification 

¶ using spoken Standard English 

 

How you will be assessed 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Section A: Reading - One literature fiction text 

Section B: Writing - Descriptive or narrative writing 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

Section A: Reading – one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text 

Section B: Writing – writing to present a viewpoint 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 

Set by teacher throughout course, marked by teacher, moderated by exam board and receives 
a separate grade. 
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English Literature  

Curriculum time: taught alongside English Language           Exam Board: AQA GCSE 

 
What you will study 
 

1. Shakespeare and the 19th century novel: Students will study one play from the list of six 
set texts.  Students will study one novel from the list of seven set texts.   

2. Modern texts and poetry: Students will study one from a choice of 12 set texts, which 
include post-1914 prose fiction and drama. Students will also study the poetry anthology 
and unseen poetry. 

How you will be assessed 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel:  

Section A: Shakespeare:  students will answer one question on their play of choice. They will be 
required to write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a 
whole. 

Section B: The 19th-century novel:  students will answer one question on their novel of choice. 
They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about 
the novel as a whole. 

Written exam, 1 hour 45 minutes, 64 marks, 40% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry:  

Section A: Modern texts: students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their 
studied modern prose or drama text. 

Section B: Poetry: students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed 
on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster. 

Section C: Unseen poetry:  Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

Written exam, 2 hours 15 minutes, 96 marks, 60% 

 

If you want to know more about either English course, please see Ms Wilson. 
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Mathematics 

Curriculum time: 9 taught hours per fortnight          Exam Board: Edexcel 
GCSE  
 
Maths is a core subject and is important for many jobs and careers.  A good understanding of 
maths will help you with other subjects too. 

What you will study 

The GCSE has two tiers of entry: Higher (grades 9-4) and Foundation (grades 5-1).   

Content includes: 

Number Algebra 

¶ Working with numbers and the 
number  

¶ Expressions and equations 

       system ¶ Sequences and linear functions 

¶ Fractions, decimals and percentages ¶ Graphical methods 

¶ Ratio and proportion ¶ Solving problems with algebra 
  
Statistics Geometry 

¶ The data handling cycle ¶ Properties of angles and shapes 

¶ Data collection ¶ Geometrical reasoning and 
calculation 

¶ Data presentation and analysis ¶ Measures and construction 

¶ Data interpretation ¶ Mensuration 

¶ Probability  

 
What to expect in lessons 

In this course you will be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through mental and 
written calculation, discussion work, practical activities and solving problems.  Some students 
may also study Entry Level maths. 

How you will be assessed 

This is a linear course leading to a single GCSE qualification. There will be three 1 hour 30 minute 
exams, two with a calculator and one without. 

 
How will it help me at post 16? 

Grade 5 mathematics will be a requirement for many post-16 courses. There are many career 
pathways that see maths as a necessity, for example: accountant, animator, architect, business, 
finance, games designer, insurance, marketing analyst, medical profession, retailer or teacher. 

 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mrs Stafford. 
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Separate Science 

 Curriculum time: 5 taught hours per fortnight                                       Exam Board: Edexcel GCSE 

 

 Why choose Science? 

If you are in set 1, you will be able to take the opportunity to study the sciences in more depth 
and detail by opting to take the separate sciences GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics. This 
will prepare you to study science at A level and beyond. Students hoping to take Separate 
Science must be making more than expected progress.  

What you will study 

You will study each science in greater depth and will study two 
units in each science. Separate science students will have an 
additional five lessons per fortnight 

Assessment will be based on 2 written exams (1hr 45mins) for 
each subject: biology, chemistry and physics. 

What to expect in lessons  

You will learn through a combination of practical and theory work. Core practicals must be 
completed by all students and will be assessed in the written exams. 

  

How will it help me at post 16? 

Students who achieve GCSEs in the separate sciences will be prepared to study science subjects 
at A level and beyond. These students tend to rise to the challenge of greater breadth and depth 
of study. The UK ranks highly with the US in science research when compared against other G7 
nations. There is a great demand for science degrees and 40% of companies have difficulty 
recruiting people with STEM degrees. 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mr Thacker. 
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Core PE  

Curriculum time: 2 taught hours per fortnight  
 
All students will take Core PE and will have two hours of PE over a fortnight.  Core PE is not an 
examined subject and will not lead to a qualification. 

What you will study: 

You will experience many different activities which will focus on; how to acquire skill, how to 
evaluate each other, how to prepare for physical activity, and the benefits of physical activity to 
help lead a healthy lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to expect in lessons 

There will be some element of choice in Key Stage 4 PE because we know that different 
individuals are suited to different activities. Some prefer individual activities such as 
trampolining and badminton.  Some prefer team games such as netball and basketball. Hopefully 
all students will experience some activity that they find enjoyable and which they could continue 
to participate in as they get older.  

 

 

 

Respect   

All students will continue to study RESPECT throughout year 10 and year 11. This course will not 
be examined and will not lead to a qualification. However, RESPECT will cover a wide range of 
topical issues which support students’ personal development and well-being.  Statutory themes 
such as Sex and Relationships Education and Citizenship will be a major part of the Key Stage 4 
RESPECT programme.  

As with Key Stage 3 RESPECT students can expect to experience a variety of teaching and learning 
styles in lessons which aim to ensure that they are well prepared for life beyond school. 
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Additional Option Choices 

 

These are the subjects that 

you can choose to study 
 

 

You will be guided to make your choices from a specific pathway which 

is determined by your KS2 levels and your progress across KS3. 

Please look at your individual options form to identify the subjects that 

you will be required to make your choices from. 
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Art and Design  

 
Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight          Exam Board:  AQA GSCE 
 
Why choose Art and Design? 

The GCSE course in Art and Design provides students with a range of 
exciting, creative and stimulating opportunities to explore their interest in 
Art.  
 

What you will study 

The course is divided into two units:- 

Unit 1 – Portfolio of coursework, which includes 3 projects, produced over two years of study. 
This is worth 60% of the GCSE. 

Unit 2 – Externally set task. This ends with 10 hours of supervised focussed study over the course 
of two weeks.  Exam papers are issued prior to the set task with ample time given to prepare. 
Students will be marked on the following areas: developing ideas, refining ideas through 
experimentation, recording ideas and presenting a meaningful response to a given brief. 

What to expect in lessons 

You will develop your skills initially through structured workshop based activities and 
independent self-directed study.  The course covers drawing and painting, use of mixed media, 
sculpture, ceramics, printmaking and photography/photoshop. 
 

How you will be assessed 

Unit 1:  Portfolio of coursework 60% 

Unit 2:  Externally set task 40%  

 

How will it help me at post 16? 

GCSE Art is a stepping-stone to creative careers such as; illustration, web design, game design, 
theatre design, interior design, journalism, fashion, printing, commercial art and architecture. 
GCSE also prepares you for continuing studies at ‘A’ level in a range of art and design areas 
leading to degree level. 

 
If you want to know more about this course, please see Mrs Hincks. 
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Construction 

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight     Exam Board: Edexcel BTEC  

Why Choose BTEC Construction? 

Construction is a major employment sector. It offers a diverse range of employment 
opportunities and a lifetime of job satisfaction and variety 

What you will study 

The course covers building design, building technologies, carpentry, and bricklaying. Students 
will learn practical trade based skills, eg bricklaying and carpentry, problem solving and 
communication skills and technical drawing skills 

 
What to expect in lessons 
 
There will be a practical element and a practical slant on most topics. 
A wide range of learning styles will be catered for, you will do group, paired and independent 
work 
 
How you will be assessed 
 
There is 25% of externally assessed written exam and 75% of internally assessed assignments 
with practical and written elements.  
The course is 40% practical and 60% theory. 
 
How will it help me at post 16? 
 
This course is designed to allow you to continue your studies from a variety of areas within the 
building industry, including bricklaying, carpentry, surveying and even architecture. 
 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Miss Le Cras. 
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Design and Technology – Resistant Materials  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight.       Exam Board: WJEC 
 
Why choose Product design? 

You should choose this option if you are interested in developing your knowledge and 
understanding within the field of product design or if you want a broad background to progress 
to further education. 

What you will study 

You will learn how to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products. You 
will learn about the design process and the impact design has on people and the environment. 
You will develop a broad knowledge of materials, components and technologies and practical 
skills to develop high quality, imaginative and functional products.  

What to expect in lessons 

Students must be ambitious and open to explore and take design risks in order to stretch the 
development of design proposals, avoiding clichéd or stereotypical responses. Students will 
need to demonstrate a reasonable level of literacy, good understanding of design concepts as 
well as knowledge of materials and manufacturing techniques. Students must demonstrate safe 
working practices in design and technology. 

How you will be assessed 

50% will be through a two hour written examination at the end of year 11. 

50% will be through completion of controlled assessment. This assessment will take 
approximately 35 hours and must be carried out under supervision. Students will be given a 
design task which they must research, design, plan, prototype and manufacture. 

How will it help me a post 16? 

This qualification will provide a broad background of skills and knowledge which will be useful 
to students who wish to progress to further education or who want to pursue a career in the 
design industry and will provide valuable preparation for the world of work. This course develops 
problem solving skills which are valued by many employers. Careers with a specific design focus 
include STEM careers such as Engineering and joinery; mechanics; product design; CAD 
programming; carpentry; set design; building and industrial design.  

 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Miss Costello. 
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Drama 

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight         Exam Board: OCR GCSE  

Why choose Drama? 

Drama is practical, engaging and creative. Students have the opportunity to examine drama and 
the work of others, to explore a range of drama as a practical art form, and to work 
independently to create their own drama performances making informed artistic choices. 
Students will study Drama in an academic setting, exploring the art form and applying their 
knowledge and understanding to the process of creating and developing drama to their own 
performance work. It will also challenge students to become critical thinkers and effective 
decision makers.  

What to expect in lessons 

Students will be encouraged to re-examine the world through kinaesthetic learning. Working in 
groups and using teamwork to show compelling and convincing drama pieces. Students will also 
work individually on monologues and other individual tasks. The course also introduces students 
to the basic non-acting skills necessary to produce a convincing performance. 

How you will be assessed 

Devising Drama. Practical 30% 
Students will create their own devised performance based on a chosen stimuli from the exam 
board. Students will also be marked on an accompanying portfolio with evidence of the process 
and decisions made whilst creating and developing their performance.  
 
Presenting and Performing Texts. Practical 30% 
Students demonstrate their skills in a live performance, performing or designing two 
performances from one text. Students have to produce a document which explains their 
intentions for and approach to the performance. 
 
Drama: Performance and Response Written 40% 
Students study text and performance.  

¶ Section A. One performance text in detail from a set list.  

¶ Section B. Analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance. 

How will it help me at post 16? 

Studying drama will enable and encourage students to improve their confidence, 
communication, public speaking and performance. These skills will help students with job 
interviews, university interviews, and any performance/acting they will do in the future. 
Studying drama also helps gain a better insight to other subjects such as English, history and 
sociology. The ability to communicate effectively is one of the most vital skills necessary in the 
work place, and drama helps to build this skill and this is why employers and universities look 
very favourably on this subject.  

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mr. Finn.   



Page 18 
 

Geography  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight                         Exam Board:  AQA GCSE 
 

Why choose Geography? 

Geography will help you to learn and understand about the complex and rapidly changing world 
that you live in. You only have to switch on the news or pick up a newspaper to see that we live 
in a fast-paced, ever-changing place. GCSE Geography gives you the chance to learn about those 
changes: from those on your doorstep to global proportions. You are truly part of the change 
you see around you! 

What you will study 

Over the course of the two years you will cover three units including: 

Unit 1: Living with the physical environment. Topics covered include Natural Hazards, Physical 
Landscapes in the UK, the Living World. 
 
These are to provide you with a solid foundation in physical geography to enable you to fully 
appreciate the physical work in which we live. 
 
Unit 2: Topics covered: Urban Issues and Challenges, the Changing Economic World, the 
Challenge of Resource Management.  
 
These topics have been chosen to reflect current thinking and interests in geography in the 21st 
century. 
 
Unit 3: Geographical Applications, Issue Evaluation, Fieldwork and Geographical Skills. 

What to expect in lessons 

A mixture of approaches will be taken in your lessons including that of investigating, listening, 
reading, writing, role-play, topical discussion, debating, ICT use and information processing. 
There will also be a compulsory fieldwork element with hopefully a residential experience. 

How you will be assessed 

Unit 1 and 2 - 1 hour 30 minute examinations (both 35%) 
Unit 3 - 1 hour 15 minutes examination (30%) 

How will it help me at post 16? 

The Geography GCSE will equip you with a wide range of knowledge and understanding about 
the major issues that affect the world today. You will also further develop a vast range of 
transferable learning skills to help you with your future educational choices. Geography is seen 
as one of the most versatile and highly regarded subjects by universities and employers. 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mrs Cooke and Mr Megginson. 
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History  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight         Exam Board: OCR GCSE 

Why choose History? 

Students who have enjoyed Key Stage 3 history will enjoy history at GCSE as teachers make 
learning engaging and challenging. GCSE history enables students to understand how the actions 
and experiences of past societies have shaped the world and communities in which they live.  
 
What will you study 

The People's Health 1250-2000 
A development study that looks at factors affecting Public Health in Medieval Britain through to 
20'th century. The course specifically focuses on how living conditions, responses to epidemics 
and the actions of governments have changed over time. 

The Making of America 1789-1900 
The course covers a range of fascinating topics such as the expansion of the USA, conflict 
between settlers and Plains Indians, the impact of the California Gold Rush and much more. 

The Norman Conquest 1066-1087 
Students study series of fascinating enquiry questions in this particular British depth study. These 
enquiries focus on what England was like on the eve of The Norman Conquest, whether William 
the Conqueror's victory was down to luck and if 'brutal slaughter' is the best way to describe the 
means by which he consolidated his power over his new kingdom. 

Living Under Nazi Rule 1933-45 
Students use sources and interpretations of the Nazi era to investigate how Hitler was able to 
establish a dictatorship and how this impacted upon the people living in Germany and other Nazi 
occupied territories. 

What to expect in lessons 
GCSE history aims to bring fun and focus together in the classroom. In lessons you will experience 
a wide variety of activities ranging from project work and essay writing to class debates, role 
play and film/documentary making. 

How you will be assessed 
There are three written exams at the end of year 11. The exams include essay style answers so 
a good writing technique is useful. 

Paper 1 – 20% History Around Us 
Paper 2 – 40% The People's Health and The Norman Conquest 
Paper 3 – 40 % The Making of America and Living Under Nazi Rule  
 
How will it help me at post 16? 
Employers and universities look very favourably on this subject. GCSE history helps students 
develop enquiring minds, evaluate the impact of significant events and people, and 
communicate their points of view effectively. 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mr Rigby.  
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Hospitality and Catering Level1/Level2 Award 

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight         Exam board: WJEC Eduqas 

Why should you choose Hospitality and Catering? 

You should choose this option if you are interested in developing your knowledge and skills of 
food and cooking or further education e.g level 3 food science and nutrition or catering at 
college. 

 

What will you study 

40% Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry (exam)- the exam 
investigates how hospitality and catering industry serve customers, 
looking at how a hotel or restaurant works and the staff roles within 
that establishment. 

 

60% Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action: (assignment or 
coursework)- includes researching a certain brief, planning and 
preparing 2 dishes in 4 hours, this could be starters, mains and desserts 
as well as accompaniments and side dishes. (Internally assessed and 
externally moderated) 

 

What to expect in lessons 

You will study the theory of how the Hospitality and Catering industry functions, to look at 
different aspects of the industry from the employers and employees point of view. You will be 
expected to produce high quality written work and exam questions which will be supported with 
practical sessions cooking a range of dishes to develop your skills ready for the 4-hour practical 
assignment. 

  

If you want to know more about this course, please see Miss Yates. 

  



Page 21 
 

ICT  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight       Exam Board:  OCR Cambridge Nationals 
 

Why choose ICT? 

The Cambridge Nationals are vocationally related qualifications that take an engaging, practical 
and inspiring approach to learning and assessment. They are industry relevant, geared to key 
sector requirements and encourage a broad range of learning styles, which suit our students.  

What you will study 

From personal computers to smartphones, from apps to websites, all of our lives, every day, are 
enhanced through the use of ICT. The Cambridge Nationals in ICT reflect this and provide 
students with a solid foundation for understanding and applying ICT in their future working lives.  

What to expect in lessons 

The Cambridge Nationals Certificate in ICT comprises four units of work:  

Unit 1 – Understanding Computer Systems (Mandatory Exam Unit). As the first core unit and a 
foundation for others, this unit will give students a solid base to develop knowledge and 
understanding of computer systems and the implications of working with data to enable them 
to use computers effectively.  

Unit 2 – Using ICT skills to create Business Solutions (Mandatory Coursework Unit). In the 
second core unit, students will refine their existing knowledge of computers to reflect the 
working practices of the commercial world. This includes using a wide range of software 
efficiently.  

Unit 5 – Creating an interactive product using multimedia components. Students will be able 
to develop and demonstrate their creative flair by combining multimedia components to create 
a vibrant, energetic or stimulating webpage or interactive product.  

Unit 7 – Creating dynamic products using sound and vision. Students can focus on developing 
their expertise in music, video or animation. They may create products such as a music recording 
and/or mix, video news clip or animation for a webpage. 

How you will be assessed 

Unit 1 is assessed by a written examination, Unit 2, 5 & 7 by an internally assessed task (OCR 
set). These units are then externally moderated. The course carries a weighting of one GCSE at 
either 9,8,7 or 6 etc.; depending on the final award of Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass. 

 
If you want to know more about this course, please see Miss Le Cras 
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Media Studies  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight    Exam Board: Eduqas GCSE 
 
Why choose Media Studies? 

A GCSE in Media Studies will enable you to understand how to analyse and understand a wide-
range of media products, from advertisements to video games. You will study how the Media 
represents events, issue, people and groups; how audiences are reached and addressed via the 
Media; how the Media operates as a business and how different Media products create and 
communicate meaning. Media Studies lends nicely to English and utilises the skills that you have 
begun to develop within lessons. 
 
What you will study 
In your first year you will respond to a brief that is set by the exam board. In line with their 
instructions you will produce an original Media product.  
In addition to this, you will sit two exams focussing on your understanding of Media theory. 
 
What to expect in lessons 
You will: 

¶ Develop your analytical skills in relation to a variety of Media forms which will in turn 
give you a greater understanding of the industry and its operation. 

¶ Study in depth the design considerations associated with the creation of Media products. 

¶ Begin to understand social and philosophical concepts associated with Media 
consumption. 

¶ Create your own Media products utilising the hardware and software that is available 
within the Media Suite. 

 
How you will be assessed 
Unit 1: Two written exams which are 1 hour and 30 minutes each. They resemble traditional 
English questioning but within the context of Media Studies. You will do both exams in Year 11 
and they equal 70% of your overall grade. 
Unit 2: One controlled assessment challenging your practical production and understanding of 
a Media brief which is set by the exam board. 
 
How will it help me at Post-16? 
Media Studies will help you to further develop your writing skills which will lend nicely to English 
Literature and Language. Many Sixth Form colleges offer an A-Level Media Studies option which 
will enable you to garner an even deeper understanding of the Media. Due to the nature of the 
work, it will also lend nicely to Design and Technology, Graphic Design, Film Studies, 
Photography, Philosophy, Psychology and Sociology. Further afield, Media Studies will provide 
you with a skillset to potentially pursue a career in animation, advertising, marketing, journalism, 
production, teaching or any other Media industry. 
 
If you want to know more about the course, please see Mr. Moore. 
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Modern Foreign Language  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight                                                  Exam Board:  AQA GCSE   

 Why choose French or Spanish? 

Studying a modern foreign language demonstrates good communication skills and the ability to 
learn in a variety of ways.  

What you will study 

The course builds on the skills you have learnt and continues to focus on the four skill areas of 

¶ Listening. 

¶ Speaking. 

¶ Reading. 

¶ Writing. 

What to expect in lessons 

The course aims to: 

¶ Be an enjoyable learning experience. 

¶ Equip you with communication skills which will allow you to function in everyday 
situations. 

¶ Give you language-learning skills which will allow you to apply this knowledge to different 
contexts and different languages. 

How you will be assessed 

All four skill areas are examined through an exam at the end of the course – in year 11 and are 
worth 25% each of the final marks. 

Unit     1: Listening examination – 25%  

Unit     2: Speaking examination – 25% 

Unit     3: Reading examination – 25% 

Unit     4: Writing examination – 25% 

  

How will it help me at post 16? 

A qualification in a modern foreign language is a requirement for many post 16 courses as well 
as a wide range of degrees and professional qualifications. Employers recognise that this GCSE 
demonstrates good communication skills. 

  
  
If you want to know more about these courses, please see Miss Baudson and Miss Le Cras. 
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Music 

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight                                                  Exam Board: Eduqas GCSE 

  
Why choose Music? 

If you enjoy performing, composing and understanding how music is created, this course is for 
you.  You must perform either on a musical instrument or with your voice, and must be 
prepared to practice to be successful. 

What you will study 

The course encourages an integrated approach of performing, composing and appraising. It is 
designed to develop your knowledge and understanding of music through the study of 
a variety of genres and styles. Genres included are; the western classical tradition, musical 
theatre, jazz, chamber music, film music and popular music. 

Knowledge and understanding of each style is assessed in the exam. However, students are 
also expected to perform and compose music using typical conventions from the genres and 
styles studied. Students will have the opportunity to follow their own musical interests in 
composition and performance. 

How you will be assessed 

Coursework: 
Year 10: One full composition (15%) 
Year 11: One full composition (15%) plus a minimum of two performances (30%) 

Exam: 
Year 11: One exam at the end of Year 11 lasting 1 hour 15 minutes (40%) 

How will it help me at post 16? 

GCSE Music offers a solid foundation for progression to other music studies, including BTEC 
National Music, BTEC National Music Technology, A-Level Music, and A-Level Music 
Technology, and to a music-related career.  Our course provides the opportunity for students 
to develop valuable transferable skills such as self-confidence, concentration, creativity, 
evaluation and team work. 

 

If you want to know more about this course, please see Mrs Olner. 
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Physical Education  

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight          Exam Board: Edexcel GCSE 
 
Why choose PE? 

GCSE PE allows you to participate in more PE every week. It enables you to develop sport and a 
variety of activities including sport that you do out of school, which can count towards your 
assessments.  GCSE PE enables you to develop roles such as leader and coach as well as 
deepening your understanding of how the human body works during sporting activities.   

 

What you will study  

You will learn all about exercise and health and the effects of training on the body systems.  You 
will also develop 3 sports or activities. The range of activities which can count towards your GCSE 
is wide (over 30 activities) and can include activities which you take part in outside of school.  
You will develop your knowledge of skills and tactics, how to identify faults and make suggestions 
for improvement. 

 

How you will be assessed 

Unit 1:  written exam at the end of year 11 focusing 
on the theory of Physical Education - 60% 

Unit 2:  30% practical based on 3 sports/ activities, 
10% based on analysing performance 

 

How will it help me at post 16? 

If you are thinking of doing A level PE this course is a necessary requirement. GCSE PE is also a 
necessary qualification for many other sporting activities.  
 
Employers recognise the contribution of coaching and communication skills which GCSE PE 
develops. 
 
 
If you want to know more about this course, please see Mr Higgins. 
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Sports Studies Level1/Level2 Award 

Curriculum time: 5 hours per fortnight           Exam Board: OCR 
 
Why choose Sport Studies? 
 
Sports Studies allow you to participate in more PE every week and develop an understanding of 
skills development and issues in sport nationally and locally.  You could develop leadership roles 
and learn about working in the sports industry. 
 
What you will study 
 
Contemporary issues in sport, such as funding, participation, sport and the media. 
Developing sports skills, leadership skills, sport and the media and working in the sports industry. 
 
How you will be assessed 
 
Externally set 1 hour exam: Contemporary issues in sport. 
Externally set practical tasks linked to the units taken. 
 
How will it help me at post 16? 

Employers recognise the contribution sports leadership and communication skills which this 
course develops. 

 
 
 
If you want to know more about this course, please see Miss Tomblin. 
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What happens next? 
 

December 2017 
Option booklets distributed to year 9 
students 

11th January  2018 
Year 9 Options Information Evening 6pm - 
7.30pm 

January/February 2018 
Individual options interviews with 
students, parents and senior leaders 

9th February 2018 
Last date for option forms to be submitted 
to school office 

Summer term 2018 
Individual option choices confirmed in 
writing 

 

 

If you require any further help or advice please do not hesitate to 

contact Miss Le Cras or the relevant subject leader.                             


